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Poldermolen De Breek Landscape 

Introduction 

The polder mill De Breek , built in 1886 , 
was 

used to artificially lower the water level of the 

Etersheimerbraak. 
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Since the building of an 

electric mill in 1920 , the mill has been out of 

function. In 1999 a foundation was created to 

restore the mill to its former glory. Currently , 

the visitor centre and the mill site are rented 

to an operator. These buildings are part of 

the larger concept “Laagste punt van Noord- 

Holland , and hoogtepunt van de omgeving” 

which aims to tell the historical heritage of 

the Etersheimerbraak and its surroundings. 

Current context 

The mill owes its name to the polder in which it 

used to operate: the Etersheimerbraakpolder. 
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The polder is named after the nearest hamlet 

Etersheim and its origin (a dike breach). To 

the south of the mill lies the Zeevang polder 

and to the east , behind the dike , lies the 

Markermeer. The electric pumping station 

Warder lies about 500m southeast of the mill. 

Current function 

The mill is currently a museum and is restored 

after its original function as a polder mill and 

late 19th-century miller’s home. The living 

quarters of the miller consist of an entrance 

hall , two box beds and a kitchen. The rest 

of the mill holds the restored mill elements , 

such as the ‘vijzel’ and drive wheels. The 

mill functions but is operated on a voluntary 

basis. The visitor centre is newly built and 

remodelled after 
an old lighting barn. The 

archaeological mini museum the Waterwolf 

tells more about the story of the drowned 

village of Etersheim , the battle against the 

sea and the formation of the landscape. In 

and around the four buildings other activities , 

such as fairs , excursions and exhibitions , 

take place. 
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The upper floor of the museum 

can also be rented for meetings. 

Methods 

The research focuses on the current use 

of the mill and its surrounding buildings. 

The following methods were used to gather 

information: 

- 
Literature research (articles , databases) 

- 
Site visit (November 18 2024) 

- Interview and mail correspondence with 

owners 

- 
Site and building analysis (3D model , 

mapping , photos) 
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Mill details 

The beard of the mill is dyed 

dark green with some red 

curls as decorations. The 

years 
‘1886’ and ‘2002’ 

are 

painted in white , showing 

the year that the last mill 

was built and the year the 

cap was added. 

Kitchen 

The mill historically was 

used for living purposes 
, 

a 
miller’s home. Currently 

the mill is a museum and 

shows the entrance hall , 

the sleeping quarters and a 

small kitchen. 

Thatched facade 

The pine octagon , with a 

thatched façade is built on a 

low base made of brick. 

Chimney 

When the mill began to show 

all kinds of defects , it was 

decided in 1920 to switch to 

electric drainage. The mill 

was no longer in use and 

was sold as a home to the 

miller. This might explain the 

chimney that appeared. 

Top wheel 

If there is sufficient wind , 

the blades rotate and set 

the upper shaft in motion. 

The combs of the top 

wheel and the top roller 

interlock precisely , so that 

the movement can be 

transmitted properly. 

Mill wings 

The wings are built in an old 

Dutch style and have a span 

of 22. 4 meters. 

Painted clapboards 

The bottom 2 meters of the 

mill are covered with green 

painted clapboards. Due to 

the clapboards façade , less 

water can penetrate. This 

façade design has a better 

water drainage. 

Vijzel 

The vijzel of the mill carries 

the excess water from the 

polder into a nearby river or 

canal. The steel vijzel that 

is present within the polder 

mill De Breek can raise the 

water 4 to 5 meters. 

ditches used for water drainage. The lowest 

point of Noord-Holland , called the Kleiput is 

found within the polder. 
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It lies 6. 60 metres 

below sea level. 

Current landscape 

The the with landscape , surrounding 

exception of the Etersheimerbraakpolder , is a 

typical stroke landscape (‘slagenlandschap’). 

The landscape is mostly created by peat 

extractions and is characterized by long , 

plots drainage by separated narrow 

The led method exploitation ditches. 
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development ribbon-shaped of the to 

developments of which the nearby villages 

of Oosthuizen and Warder are examples of. 

The Etersheimerbraakpolder looks different 

due to the ‘recent’ drainage. The plots in this 

polder are larger but are still surrounded by 

Conclusion 

The polder mill de Breek is together with the 

archaeological museum and visitor centre a 

focal point in the Etersheim region because 

of the festivities that take place , its historical 

value and the ability to teach many about 

the history of the region. The restored 

mill shows the life of a miller and how this 

this mill was able to reclaim land from the 

Zuiderzee. In addition to the history of the 

region , the museums and the centre provide 

information about the ongoing battle against 

water. So even though they are located in 

the lowest point of Noord-Holland , they are 

the highlight of the region. 
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Toelichting grondslagen
In dit document kunt u secties vinden die onleesbaar zijn gemaakt. Deze informatie is 
achterwege gelaten op basis van de Wet open overheid (Woo). De letter die hierbij is vermeld
correspondeert met de bijbehorende grondslag in onderstaand overzicht.
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Het belang van de openbaarmaking van deze informatie weegt niet op tegen het belang van 
de eerbiediging van de persoonlijke levenssfeer van betrokkenen


